220                   NOAH WEBSTER.     ~

their lives or their liberty by publishing
NEW TEUTHS ', and not two centuries have
past since Galileo was imprisoned by an
ecclesiastical court, for defending the truth
of the Copernican System, condemned to do
penance for three years, and his book burnt
at Rome, as containing dangerous and dam-
nable heresies. This example is cited as
one of a multitude which the history of man
presents to our view; and if it differs in de-
gree, it accords in principle, with the case
now before the American public."

He then, after admitting the value of
Johnson's ethical writings, but distrusting
his philological attainments, makes good his
objections by detailed specifications. He
condemns the insertion of a multitude of
words which do not belong to the language,
mentioning such un naturalized foreigners
as adversable, advasperate, adjugate, agricu-
lation, abstrude, injudicable, spicosity, crap-
ulence, morigerous, tenebrosity, hallucinate,
illachrymable, etc., words to which the
reader may, if he knows Latin, attach some
sort of meaning, but which he would be
slow to introduce into his speech or writ-
ing. Then he condemns Johnson's reference